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Bangladesh is categorized to Least Developed Country (LDC). Unusual as an LDC,
Bangladesh has a strong pharmaceutical industry. Because of its LDC status, Bangladesh
has been enjoying several preferential treatments. For instance, the WTO Agreement on
Trade—Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) , the most comprehensive
multilateral agreement on intellectual property (IP), provides an extended transition
period for LDCs until 2034. TRIPS also offers a special exemption for introduction of
TRIPS compatible IPR system for LDCs. Now the country faces a new challenge: Partly due
to the country’ s strong pharmaceutical industry, Bangladesh was decided to graduate
from LDG in 2026. Once Bangladesh graduates from LDC and becomes a developing country,
Bangladesh will lose these preferential treatments. The country will require to
introduce a TRIPS compatible patent law. Bangladesh has been busily preparing to be a
developing country. As part of its efforts, Bangladesh in April 2022 revised its patent
law and enacted a new patent law, Patent Law 2022. This speech will examine what kinds
of impacts Bangladesh would sustain from graduation from LDC, and discuss future
prospects of Bangladesh after graduation
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Dr. S. M. Abdur Rahman is Professor & Chairman of Department of Clinical Pharmacy
and Pharmacology, University of Dhaka. He earned Ph. D. degree in Molecular
Pharmaceutical Sciences from Osaka University, Japan. He was awarded Japan Science and
Technology Agency (JST) post-doctoral fellowship and Japan Society of Promotion of
Science (JSPS) fellowships in 2002 and 2004 respectively. He returned back to
Bangladesh in February 2008, and was promoted to Associate Professor. Dr. A. Rahman was
promoted to full professor in 2012. Dr. Rahman served as the Dean of the Faculty of
Pharmacy from January 2017 to January 2022.
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